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A regular meeting of the Community Services Commission was called to order at 4:30 
p.m. by Stephen Penner, Chairperson, in the Sierra Room at the Reedley Community 
Center, 100 N. East Avenue, Reedley, CA 93654. 
 
1. ROLL CALL AND INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

A. Commissioners Present:  Stephen Penner, Chairperson; Tom Brandt; 
Jean Clemons; Shirley Ito; Angelina Rodriguez; Don Zavala. 

B. Commissioners Absent:  Excused – Maria Rodriguez. 
C. Youth Representatives:  Present – Asami Nelson    Absent – Estrella 

Vargas. 
D. Staff Present:  Sarah Reid, Community Services Director; Denise Phariss, 

Administrative Assistant; Madison Leighty, Recreation Coordinator; 
Elizabeth Amaya, Office Assistant.   

E. Others Present:  Carl Smith, outgoing Commissioner, Carol Ann Smith, 
Guadalupe Martinez, outgoing Commission; Jennifer Gallegos & Ivan 
Maldonado with Youth Leadership Institute. 

 
2. OATH OF OFFICE FOR NEW COMMISSIONERS 
 Acting City Clerk, Ruthie Greenwood administered the Oaths of Office to the 

newly appointed commissioners – Shirley Ito, Angelina Rodriguez, and Tom 
Brandt.   

 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

It was moved by Commissioner Brandt, seconded by Commissioner Clemons, 
that the minutes of October 25, 2018 be approved.  The motion carried. 

 
4. PUBLIC DISCUSSION – None. 
 
5. ORAL AND WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A. Airport Barbecue – Sarah Reid informed the Commission about the 
upcoming Airport Barbecue on Saturday, May 11, 2019 at the Reedley 
Municipal Airport.  Commissioners were encouraged to help volunteer at 
the event.  

B. Reedley Sports Park Master Plan – Staff applied for a grant to fund the 
construction of Phase 2 of the Sports Park and is currently waiting to hear 
if a site visit will be granted. 

 
6. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Recognition of Outgoing Commissioners Carl Smith, Edgar Baltazar 
and Guadalupe Martinez – Edgar Baltazar was unable to attend the 
meeting.  It was announced that both Carl Smith and Guadalupe Martinez 
were appointed in March 2017 when this Commission was created.  Carl 
had previously served on the Commission on Aging prior to its merging 
into this Commission.  Each were presented with a Certificate thanking 
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them for their service.   
B. Part time Employee Recognition – Every year the California Parks and 

Recreation Society (CPRS) holds a banquet to recognize outstanding 
employees and organizations.  This year’s event was canceled due to low 
numbers, but Reid wished to still recognize Reedley’s part time employee 
of the year.  Elizabeth Amaya was selected.  She has worked in After 
School, Adult Sports, River Collection, Youth Sports, Special Events, and 
the Community Services office.  Due to her versatility, she was chosen to 
receive this award.  She was presented with a plaque to recognize this 
achievement.   

C. Election of Officers – Each year the Commission elects a Chair and Vice 
Chair.  Motion made by Commissioner Clemons, seconded by 
Commission Brandt to appoint Commissioner Penner as Chairperson.  
Motion carried.  Motion made by Commissioner Clemons and seconded 
by Commissioner Ito to appoint Commissioner Brandt as Vice 
Chairperson.  Motion carried.   

D. Formation of Youth Committee (listed incorrectly on Agenda as 
Commission) – For the last 10 years or so, staff has discussed the 
formation of a Youth Committee.  However, staffing levels during that time, 
prevented it.  With the addition of the second Recreation Coordinator, it 
was felt that this is the time to pursue development of a Youth Committee.  
Staff admits that there is a disconnect with the teen age group.  Many 
activities and sports are offered for children through age 13, but nothing 
beyond that.  Staff envisions no more than 15-20 members.  This will 
include all high schools in Reedley – Reedley High, Immanuel, Reedley 
Middle College and alternative schools.  This will be a good opportunity for 
students to develop leadership and social skills.  Students could serve 
their freshman through senior years.  Youth Leadership Institute (YLI) 
representatives Jennifer Gallegos and Ivan Maldonado talked about their 
involvement and success with Reedley Middle College High School.  Staff 
hopes to have this Committee in place by the start of the next school year.  
Reid will meet with Kings Canyon Unified (KCUSD) staff to be able to 
attend their club rush.  Staff contacted Kerman to ask and was provided 
with information about teen activities they offer (overnight events, games, 
etc.)  The Commission expressed its support to pursue the development 
of a Youth Committee.   

E. Recommended changes to Youth Representative Responsibilities – 
With the addition of the Youth Committee, some changes were necessary 
to the Youth Representative Guidelines.  The following obligations were 
added: 

• The Youth Rep will attend monthly meetings with the Youth 
Committee. 

• Serve on the Youth Committee and report back to the Community 
Services Commission. 

• Assist with recruitment of Youth Committee members 
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• Plan at least one youth event with the Youth Committee. 
Motion by Commissioner Brandt, seconded by Commissioner Ito to accept 
the changes to the Youth Rep Guidelines.  Motion carried.   
 

7. YOUTH REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS  
A. Asami Nelson – Reported that she is a member of the Student Peace Club 

at Reedley High School and was able to recruit 5-6 volunteers for the 
Easter Egg Carnival.   

B. Estrella Vargas – Not present. 
 
8. STAFF REPORTS 

A. Sarah Reid, Community Services Director 
1) Budget Update – The department’s 2019-20 Fiscal Year Budget 

was turned in, Reid met with City Manager and now it is under 
review.  It will be presented to City Council at either their May 21st 
or June 4th meeting.  Commissioners will be notified once the date 
is determined and were encouraged to attend.   

2) Commissioner Orientation – Reid wants to meet with the 
Commission to go over the history of projects, Commissioner 
obligations, department divisions, etc. at a workshop on April 25, 
2019 from 4:30 – 6:30 p.m.  Dinner will be provided.  Reid 
encouraged Commissioners to email questions in advance to allow 
for research prior to the workshop.  

3) California Parks and Recreation Society (CPRS) Conference – 
Madison Leighty and Sarah Reid attended the CPRS Conference 
last week in Sacramento.  They were able to attend educational 
sessions and network.  Reid is serving at President for District 7 
(Porterville to Chowchilla).   

4) Grant Opportunity- Initially, the City was going to apply for a state 
grant for further development of the Sports Park.  However, the 
Sports Park does not qualify for this grant, due to the median 
income level too high for the area, as well as the current developed 
acreage.  Camacho Park was felt to be a better fit.  Little League 
indicated that improvements are needed at Camacho.  The City has 
received requests from soccer organizations that want to start using 
Camacho Park.  Currently, staff is not able to remotely control the 
lighting in the ball fields.  A programming system is another feature 
that is needed to better control the use of the lights by the various 
organizations that use the park.  Another suggestion was to include 
murals to the cement block wall, to add some character.  Three 
public meetings will be held before May.  The two more will be the 
Commission meeting for the recommendation and then City Council 
for final approval.   

5) Trimble Park (splash park)– This project is nearly complete.  
Ribbon cutting ceremony will take place in early May, a week or two 
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before the opening weekend (Memorial Day).  There is an area left 
open for a play structure.  Staff is looking into options and funding 
sources.   

6) Designated Transit Stops – Due to upgrades to the transit vans, 
more space is required at each stop.  A ramp is required to be 
opened for each pick up.  Staff recognized that there are certain 
locations that seem to be busier than others.  A central  location for 
several areas throughout town will be identified by red curbs and 
signage.  Some of these locations include:  Paseo 55 Apartments, 
Carpet Corner, Wells Fargo and the Adventist Medical Center.  
Staff has been discussing with the hospital and Fresno County 
Rural Transit Agency, the possibility of placing a shelter at the 
hospital location.   

B. Ruben Castaneda, Jr., Recreation Coordinator – A written staff report was 
handed out to the Commission (included with minutes).   
1) Securing coaches for youth baseball has been a challenge this 

year.  This is due in part to the delay in fingerprint results.  Part time 
staff has been placed on several teams to help bridge the gap until 
volunteers can be cleared.   

2) Jr. Giants online registration will start April 1 and continue all month 
for ages 5-13.   

C. Christina Ontiveros, Senior Coordinator – Reid conveyed the Senior 
update for Ontiveros: 
1) Hosted food handlers training in the Senior Room.   
2) The casino trip to Chukchansi last week had a good turnout. 
3) Currently taking signups for the Monterey and Gilroy bus trip on 

May 10th.   
D. Madison Leighty, Recreation Coordinator 

1) A new Diving class, taught by the high school diving coach, is being 
added to the summer lineup of aquatics opportunities.  It is geared 
for ages 12-18 and hopefully will assist with training students to 
compete at the high school level.   

2) Summer group swim classes have been renamed this year to 
simplify the order of classes.  Private classes will also be available.   

3) This year’s Easter Egg Carnival will be held in Mueller Park on 
Saturday, April 13 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.   

4) Easter Kids Camp will be open during Reedley’s spring break (April 
15 – 22).  Activities and field trips are planned for participants.   

5) The Reedley Parkway Run has asked to join efforts with the Fiesta 
Walk Run to hold a joint event.  Proceeds will go to the Parkway 
Fund.  Both groups will solicit sponsorships.  After this year’s event, 
staff will decide if it will remain a joint effort.   
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9. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

A. Commissioner Angelina Rodriguez 
1) Asked if there is any funding available to resurface the walking trail 

at Citizens Park.  Reid indicated that staff and the city’s grant writer 
have been looking for a grant, but so far nothing is the right fit.  
Another option would be to remove the recycled tire surface if no 
other funding for replacement is found.  Staff will visit the site to 
assess the needs.   

2) Indicated that she has already learned a lot during this meeting 
about what areas of responsibility the Community Services 
Department oversees.  She appreciates the opportunity to serve 
her community.   

B. Commissioner Don Zavala - Announced that this meeting would be his 
last.  Earlier he submitted his resignation letter to Sarah Reid.  He thanked 
the staff for being patient with him and encouraged the new staff and 
commission.  Reid explained that Commissioner Zavala initially served on 
the Commission on Aging beginning in 2014 and was appointed to this 
Commission in 2017.  She indicated the position will be vacant until filled.  
The new Commissioner will complete Commissioner Zavala’s term which 
ends in 2020.  This will be advertised on Facebook and the Reedley 
Exponent in about 45 days.   

C. Commissioner Shirley Ito – Appreciates the opportunity to serve on the 
Commission.   

D. Commissioner Tom Brandt – Asked about grant opportunities for Cricket 
Hollow Park.  Reid indicated that the first step is to complete a master plan 
for Cricket Hollow, so that when grants become available it will be easier 
to apply.  She reported that the restroom and boat launch is nearly 
complete and should open in a few weeks, in plenty of time for the 
summer season.   

 
10. ADJOURNMENT 

As there was no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 5:47 
p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
                                                                                                                           
Denise Phariss, Administrative Assistant   Stephen Penner, Chairperson 
 
 
                                                                            
Sarah Reid, Community Services Director 


